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Ref. 3. The agreement is excellent. Similar agreement has been
found for both minimum and maximum atomic oxygen densi-
ties. Hence, this technique relates Kapton ground data to
space-flight results.

This analysis can be extended to other materials. If the
reaction efficiency is known, then the constant K would be
equal to the reaction efficiency times the material density. This
approach assumes that the energy dependence remains at 0.6
power. This was done for Teflon, and the results compared
with those given in Ref. 3 (see Fig. 4). The Teflon reaction
efficiency used in this comparison is 1.08 x 10~25 cmVatom.
The agreement is still good.

If there were a new material for which atomic oxygen sur-
face erosion rate in space was desired, then it could be ob-
tained from ground tests using this technique. The mass loss
would have to be obtained at any two different energies so that
a curve similar to Fig. 1 could be obtained. The technique from
then on is straightforward.

Concluding Remarks
A technique has been developed that allows the computation

of material losses due to atomic oxygen erosion of surfaces on
an inertially stabilized spacecraft in a low Earth orbit from
ground-based test results. The computations have been com-
pared to the results of Shuttle tests, and the agreement is
excellent for Kapton and Teflon. The technique can be applied
to gravity-gradient stabilized spacecraft. The advantage of us-
ing this approach is that it allows ground-test data to be used
to predict surface erosion of newly developed materials and
coatings. This alleviates the need for separate space-flight test-
ing of all materials and coatings to qualify them for low Earth
orbit operations.
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[JSR 26, pp. 303-307 (1989)]

ON page 305, the fourth sentence under the heading "Con-
stant </>£, 4>R HDHP" was printed incorrectly in the pub-

lished paper, distorting the authors' intended meaning. The
sentence should appear as follows (changes have been itali-
cized):

"The lift rises to 280 K, the drop rises to 320 K, and
M/MS rises to 0.80."

[JSR 26, pp. 95-102 (1989)]

A NUMBER of errors were inadvertently introduced dur-
ing production of this paper. We apologize for any in-

convenience caused to the author or the readers.

Page 97:

The plus sign in Eq. (3) was omitted in the published paper;
the equation should appear as follows:

(3)

In Eq. (7d), "(rigid static margin)" is the meaning of the
quantity h0.


